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Barkle Ii. 17, 18, 19. | How of Man, I bave made thee a | 
Watchman unto the Houſe of Iſrael : therefore hear the _ 
Ward at my Mouth, and give them Warning from me. 

f IVhen I fay unto the Wicked, Thou fhalt ſurely die, and 


thou grveſt him not Warning, nor ſpealeſi to warn the 
Wicked from his wicked May to ſave his Life, the ſame 
wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniguity, but his Blood will F 


require at thine Hand, Yet if thou warn the Wicked, and 5 


be turn not from his Wickedneſs, u i he al. his wicked Way, 
be MP die 1 in 40 Oey but tber 
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Acers XX. 28. 


Take heed therefore unto yourſelves and 
% the all Flock, over the which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, 
to feed theChurch of God,which he hath 


purchaſed with his own Blood. 


Was essen Need make no Apology for the SubjeRt 1 


OXCHCRL have choſen, but am ſenſible I very much 
(DEE need one for myſelf, in that I the youngeſt 
TIS and moſt unworthy of all the Lord's Mini- 


e 
II 


ſolemn Counſels and Charges of Heaven upon this ſpecial 
Oecaſion. There would doubtleſs have been a much grea- 


ter Propriety in it, had One of my Reverend Fathers here 
preſent, being ſuch an One as Paul the aged, explain'd, 


and enforc'd theſe ſolemn Meſſages, which the Words 
now read preſent us with. But inaſmuch as this Province 


wa aſſign'd me by the beloved Brother, for whoſe ſolemn 


deperation to the Work of the Miniſtry, we are now 
alembled, and urg'd upon me from the Conſideration of 


the Paſtoral Relation I lately ſtood in to him; you will ay 
arers forgive the ſeeming Indecency, and my Reverend 


Fathers and Brethren, will accept the Addreſſes of Duty and 
5 7 Love, 


5587 0 ſters called to exerciſe this ſpecial Act of 
8687858 Communion with this Church of our Lord 
Jeſus, ſhould appear in the Deſk, to lay before you the 
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Love, and ſuffer me while I appear as a Monitor to 97 jy. 
ed Brother, to be an humble Remembrancer to them, , 
well as to my own Scul, of the ſolemn Vows of God up 
us, the ſacred Engagements we laid ourſelves under, whe 
we took upon us the Charge of Souls, the Overſight of th 
JJ Ge Lo | 
The Words now read belong to the laſt Farewel, which 
| the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles takes of the Elders of tl 
| Church of Epheſus, and the Brethren at Miletu, among | 
whom he had been preaching the Kingdom of God, He 
Aſſures them, that it was the laſt Time they ſhould ſee his 
Face, and hear his Voice. And now I know that ye al, 
among whom I have gone preaching the Kingdom of God, full 
ſee my Face no more. Whereupon he makes a noble anda if 
ſolemn Appeal to their Conſciences of his Fidelity in Dl. 
charge of the Miniſterial Work and Office, Wherefw: | 
tate you to record this Day, that I am free from the Blind if 
all Men. For I have not ſhunned, to declare unto you all 
the Counſel of God. And then he makes the melting 
and affectionate Addreſs to the Elders, with whom he 
was leaving the Flock, and to whom the Holy Ghoſt had 
committed the Overſight of, in the Words before us. Tal: 
heed unto your ſelves, and to the all Flock,over which the Hi 
Ghoft hath made you Overſeers to feed the Church of Cu, 
which he hath purchaſed with his own Blood, In whici .. 
Words, we have a View of the ſeveral Branches of the 
Minifterial Work and Office, the main Strokes in the 
Character of a faithful Miniſter repreſented, and laid before 
us, and the moſt weighty and ſolemn Motives and Anu 
ments are ſubjoin'd, to work upon our Hopes and Fears, to 
| inſpire Ambition, and quicken us to an holy Emulation of 
ſo exalted a Character. Agreeably in diſcourſing from the 
Words, I ſhall attempt the following Things, 


I. To explain the ſolemn Charge, here directed to the 
| Flders of the Church of Epheſus, and ſo unfold the 
Character of a faithful Miniſter. of the Goſpel.; 0! f 
other Words, repreſent and lay-before you the ſeveral 
Branches of the miniſterial Work and Office. Tate 
Heed to your ſelves and to all the Flock, taking the 
Ouerſight of and feeding the Church of God. 


Il. The 


pany 
-4 
p_—_—— 
A 
1 


II. The ſolemn Motives and Arguments, with which the 

Charge is enforc d. Tis the Flock, over the which 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, and *tis the 
Church of God which he hath purchaſed with his 
on Blood, And then ſhall apply theſe Things 
' with a View to the Occaſion and Deſign of the Solem- 

nity before us. | i 0 


I. Then I am to explain the ſolemn Charge here direct- 
ed to the Elders of the Church ef Epheſus, and unfold 


the Miniſterial Work and Office, 


S tintly conſider the Demand in each of its Branches. 


WE moſt Fervor, Diligence and Application of Soul in doing 


the fulfilling of it, does conſiſt ? I anſwer. 1 
| I, A Minifter's taking Heed to himſelf intends that he 


and Acceptance with God; that he feels the Power and 


eeched miſerable State by Nature, and their abſolute 
| WE <<flity of a Saviour, he himſelf ſhould remain deftitute 
1 4 any ſaving Knowledge hereof, leſt after he has preached 
g briſt, and his unſearchable Riches unto others, he himſelf 
C Surely 
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the Character of a faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel; 
or repreſent and lay before you the main Branches of 


Take Heed to your ſelves and to all the Flock of God, Here 
a twofold Direction and Duty is given and required of the 
Elders and Overſeers of the Flock, to take Heed firſt to 
themſelves, and then to the Flock of God. I ſhall diſ- 


— — * e r FDA 


none 


I. As it regards themſelves. Take Heed to your ſelves. 
The Word here us'd is very ſignificative, it denotes the ut= 


a Thing, Take Heed to yourſelves. It is of the laſt, of in- 
finite Concerment to a Miniſter of the Goſpel, that he fulfil 
bis Charge, and anſwer this Demand of the great God from 
tim, And do you aſk, what is included in it, and wherein 


ook well to his own perſonal Religion, That in the firſt 
d chief Place, he take Heed, and labour herein, to have 
e Evidences of it clear, that he be united to Chriſt Jeſus, 
and ſavingly interefted in him, and ſo in a State of Favour 


nfluence of that Grace upon his own Soul, which he is 
aled to preach and diſplay to others. That he take Heed 
o himſelf, left while he is repreſenting to others, their 
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them awfully unſucceſsful ? And then alaſs what ſignife 
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Surely there are the higheſt Obligations poſlible ag 


Preacher of the Goſpel, cordially to believe and experi. — 
mentally to know what he preaches. The Nature of his L 9! 
Office, his ſolemn Seperation to the Work, to miniſter in * 
holy Things, put the Name of Sanctity and Holineſs upon X m. 
him, and make him relatively holy; and theſe Things in- * 
fer the ſtrongeſt Obligations upon him, to be really ſo, and ＋ 
to be labouring after excelling Degrees of Holineſs, add 
ſuperiour Attainments in the Chriſtian and divine Life, the ( 
A Miniſter of Chriſt, who is not an hearty Believer in ute. 
him, and a ſincere Follower of him, is a moſt ſhameful ih 
and inconſiſtent Character. An unholy Miniſter is the in 
greateſt Solæciſm, a flat Contradiction. Such an one mult i War 
needs have a very uncomfortable Proſpect before him, enk 
Were he furniſhed with all the lowing Oratory of a Cicery, lylead 
and the Thunder of @ Demoſthenes, and could he employ both 


them in every Sermon he preached, yet how could he 
expect but that God ſhould blaſt his Labours, and make 


the higheſt Advancements in the Church of God, the 
20 Marks and Tokens of external Honour and Reſped! 
or to ſpeak in the Words of the great Apoſile, 1 Theſſ. 2. 
19, 20. What is, or ſhould be a Miniſter's Hope, or Joy, 
or Crown of rejoicing. Are not even ye in the Proſence of 
our LE Feſus at his coming, for ye are our Glory, and ur 
of. 5 5 % 
But however ſhould God bleſs the Miniſtry of ſuch an 
an one, and make it inſtrumental to the Converſion and 
Salvation of any ( as doubtleſs he often does) this will but 
| ſerve to enhance his Guilt and aggravate his Condemnation 
at the laſt, 3 E 
I am ſenſible that this Hypotheſis is warmly denied by 
many in our Day. But ſuch would do well to conſider 
whether this Notion, That none but converted Perſons 
can be inftrumental of begetting Souls to God, and of 
carrying on the Work of Grace where it is begun, docs 
not too much derogate from the Honour of God, and 
aſcribe too much of the Glory of converting Grace to 4 
poor weak Inſtrument, (and ſuch is the beſt furniſh'd and MW 
moſt holy Miniſter upon Earth) who is nothing, who has 
nothing, and can do nothing, but as it pleaſes a ſover*8" 


God to own and ſucceed him, Whenever a Soul 1s _ 
= 1 5 | ver ted; 
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erte, and brought home to God by the Miniſtry of the 
Word, the entire Glory of it is to be aſcribed to the Grace 
ind Sovereignty of God, who takes the Word into bis 


own Hands, and by his Almighty Grace and Spirit ſets it 
home upon the Soul, and makes it effectual for the ac- 


compliſhing that for which he ſends it. Now when a Per- 
ſon regularly introduc'd into the Miniſtry, clearly explains, 
nd urges, and enforces the great Doctt ines and Duties of 
the Goſpel, though g 7 all the while he may be deſti- 
ute of an . eg nowledge of, and Acquaintance 
with theſe 

Miaiſtry of ſuch an one, is I think altogether without any 
Warrant from the Word of God. I truſt none will be ſo 


lyleading againſt the Expediency, or the vaſt Importance, 
both to Miniſters themſelves, and to the Church of God, 
of a converted Miniſtry, No verily, for beſides the 


mtural Tendency of the Thing, as that Miniſter who has 


ei the Power of divine Grace upon his own Soul, and 
bereby knows the Worth and Value of an immortal 
oa, and the vaſt Hazard it is in of being loſt forever, 


farivus Duties of the paſtoral Charge, ſo *tis moſt likely 


teMiniſtry of ſuch. Doubtleſs the converted is generally the 
tonverting Miniſtry, Neither would I at all diſcountenance 


ambent Duty, as well as the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to 
kt to it that they be acceſſory. to the introducing none into 
de facred Miniſtry, but thoſe, whom upon a ſerious En- 
ty and Examination into their Principles and Profeſſions, 
heit Aims and Views in devoting themſelves to this Work, 
heit Lives and Converſations, they have Reaſon in a Judg- 


M from the conſtraining Power of it, are excited to take 
that Principle, which we have too much Reaſon to fear is 


th worthy Reformers from Popery, bore their united Force 
1 "1 ml 


Things, to ſay that God will never own the 


weak, as to imagine, that by what I have now faid, I am 


can't but be zealous and active in applying himſelf to the 


that God will and ordinarily does put peculiar Honour upon 


prticu}ar Churches in the Practice, but think it their in- 


nent of Charity to think, are no Strangers to the Grace 
God, who have felt the Love of Chriſt upon their Souls, 


Wn them the paſtoral! Charge, to feed Chriſt's Sheep, and 
bd feed his Lambs. All that I have deſigned is to oppoſe 


aining in many Parts of our Land, a Principle big with 
fuſion to the Church bf God, againſt which our zealous | 
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and Teſtimony ; “ That the Bleſſing and Efficacy of th, 
Ordinances depended upon the Worthineſs and Holine 
the Will and Intention of him that adminiſtred,” _ 
Upon the whole then here, We ſee how deſirable it; 
and of what vaſt Conſequence to the Church of God, je 
bow abſolutely neceſſary it is for a Miniſter's own Pester 
and Comfort, and for his future joyful Account in the Da 
of Chrift, that thoſe who undertake the ſacred Charge d 
the Miniſtry have ſome good Hope through Grace, tha 
they have been lead into a ſaving experimental Knowledgg 
of the great Fruths and Myſteries of the Goſpel, and havein 
ſome good Degree felt the Power of that Grace upon thei 
own Souls, which they are to exhibit unto others, aud 
that they make it their ſincere Reſolution, that they vil 


by humble and earneſt Prayer and other inſtituted Means | \ 
be labouring after higher Attainments, even the full Ac- [ab 
knowledgement of the Myſtery of God even the Father j.... 
and of Chriſt; reſolving by divine Grace to be very con- 4 
verſant with Heaven, and to be labouring to grow into al ad. 
more intimate Acquaintance with God, and a ſpiritual Con- upor 
formity to Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe Meſſengers they are, and in 0 tþ 
whoſe Name and Stead, they are to beſeech Sinners to be ole 
reconciled unto God. Such a Miniſter will be like to nel 
prove a precious Gift of the aſcended Saviour to his Church nd 
and may with Chearfulneſs, having firſt received a Call Mee 
from God to his Office by his ſpecial Grace upon his own 15 
Soul, anſwer the external Call of God in his Providence, quir 
bere am I, ſend me; referring himſelf and the Succels oil te 
his Miniſtry entirely to the Direction of God's infinite , | 
Wiſdom and ſovereign Grace: For though with the Pro- mat 
phet he ſhould be ſent on this awful Errand, and this ſhould WW tin 
be the Event of his Miſſion, to make the People's Heart fat, il , ? 
to ſhut their Eyes, and make their Ears heavy, thougb Ifratl 4 
hould not be gathered, yet he may reſt ſatisfied in this that bt 
+ ſhall be glorious in the Eyes of the Lord. | 
Thus my Brethren, I have ſhewn you the more excellent — 


Way, but till the Direction is, covet earne/tly the beſt Gifts, 
Wherefore I add, 1 
2. A Miniſter's taking Heed to himſelf, intends that he 
uſes all due Care and Labour after a ſuitable Furniture for 
the great and arduous Employment, And indeed who 
conſiders the Nature of the Work, can't but be a 


— 


—_— 
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at no ſmall Degrees of Knowledge are requiſite to make 
Miniſter a Work man indeed. The Prieſts Lips are to 


L| Souls to Glory, but if the blind lead the blind, they 
may both expect to fall into the Pit of everlaſting Darkneſs, 
Miniſters are to awaken the careleſs and ſecure, to enlighien 
the blind and ignorant, and lead them in the Way of Saiva- 
ton; and here what Skill in divine Oratory, what Skill 
in all the Methods of Addreſs, that are adapted to work 


xe requiſite in order to convey Light to the Underſtanding, 


awakened Souls to Jeſus Chriſt ; and in order ſkilfully and 
ſafely to guide them to him, what Knowledge in the Goſ- 
je] Way and Method of Salvation, what Knowledge of the 
Labyrinths, the Windings and Turnings of theſe treacherous 
deceicful Hearts, what Knowledge of the Subtleties, the Art 
and Stratagems of the buſy Adverſary, is neceſtary, leaſt they 


won a Righteouſneſs of their own, inſtead of ſubmitting 
to the Righteouſneſs of God, through Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 


or leſt they place the Eſſence of Converſion in a dead and 


ineffectual Faith? Minifters are to reduce the wandring, 
and thoſe who have ſtrayed from Chriſt's Fold, and the 
Meekneſs and Gentleneſs, as well as the Gravity and Au- 
thority, with which this is ordinarily to be effected, re- 
quire no ſmall Degrees of Knowledge, Miniſters are ſet for 


the Defence of the Goſpel, and the Mouths of Gainſayers are 


to ſtopp'd, what a large Degree of Knowledge both hu- 
mane and divine is requiſite in order to vindicate and main- 
tain the Grounds of our moſt holy Religion, to be ready 
6 give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us * i. e. Why we 
ae Chriſtians, from the Principles of Reaſon againſt the 


Vain - 


: - —_ — * * 
A . _ 8 a * — — — _ : N . . ; 


The Text to which I have Reference, x Pet. 2-18. 
Be ready always to give an Anſwer to every Man that 


aſteth yen a Reaſon of the Hopp that is in you with Meek- 
neſs and Fear ; having been ſtrangely perverted by 


many of late among us, to ſpeak a Senſe which che 
"Sg EAR B 2 33 HULY 


eferve Knowledge, and the People are to enquire the La- 
t their Mouths ; Miniſters are appointed Guides to direct 


yon Creatures of ſuch a Make and Frame as we are, 


Ind to touch and move the Conſcience ? They are to lead 


kad them to reſt in any partial Reformations, and ſo to build 
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vain Cavils of Scoffers and Infidels. The diſconſolat, 
and thoſe that mourn in Zion are to be comforted, and he 


that is able to do this, is an Interpreter of the Will g a f 
God, a Meſſenger one among. a Thouſand, weak an; WW 
doubting Conſciences are to be reſolv'd, what great Ac. WW viai 
quaintance with human Nature, as well as the Method that 
of Grace, and the various Workings of the Divine Spit, WW pou 
ate necellary in order thereto, eve 


And 


* 5 
— * — : : . * 1 * * * —— * 


HOLY G HOST never deſigned, it may be of no ſmal 
Service to Truth, and for the Benefit of Souls at thi 
Day, to publiſh the following Extract from a Mz- 
nuſcript of the very Reverend Dr. Colman's, which 
he has been ſo good as to put into my Hang 
with Liberty to make what Uſe of it I pleaſe, Iti 
plain, ( fays he) that the Anſibering here requir'd is di. 
realy meant to the Enemies and Perſecutors of Chri- 
 tranity ; as appears from Ver. 14. « If ye ſuffer fir 
© Righteouſneſs Sake, be not afraid of their Terror, but 
( ſanctify the Lord God in your Hearts, and be ready 
to give unto every Man that aſks you, &c. Look 
into the Current of learned Chriſtian Expoſitors, and 
you'll find them all agree in this direct Senſe of the 
Words--- The Greek Word is Apology. And accord- 
_ ingly--- ©* Parati fitis (ſay the Criticks) ad Apalogian, 
i. e. Defenſionem Religionis veræ, Sermone & Argu- 
mentis, vel ad Reſponſionem, ad ea, quæ Objiciunt 4. 
verſarii non autem profanis Deriſoribus, aut furiohs, 
Matt. 7. 6. : ** „ 
Caolvin's Words run thus, Manſuetudo tam di- 
„ perbiæ & Oftentationi, quam nimio Fervori Oppo- 
e nitur : Abſit Omnis Jactantia & ceſſet omnis Con- 
„ rentio---Exigit a Fidelibus eam Conſtantiam, ut 
% Adverſariis intrepide, reſpondeant ne Chriſti Doc- 
s ttinam impierum, Ludibriis metu & Silentia expo- 
* nant. Nec Aliud ſibi vult Faru, niſi ut Ini · 
libus, fre or A ck >; PAT 
Mr. Pool in his Annotations ſays, ©* Be ready to 
** Apologize ſor the Faith which you profels, w 


+ 


= 
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viction and Comfort io whom they reſpectively belong, 


pour in Oil, to heal it, ſo to divide the Word as to give 


" yy * , _ 


N K — 6 2 — 
9 = * 6 . * 2 : 


e calb'd to it; and to defend and juſtifie it againſt all 
© ObjeQors :--- Be ready to anſwer them that have 
Authority to examine you, and take Account of your 
Religion; or that aſk with Modeſty, and a Deſire 


' ſcoff at your Hope, as vain and groundleſs ; and at 
jon as mad and fooliſh, for venturing the Loſs of 
6 all this World, and exp:/ing yourſelves to many Suf- 


JJ; 
The judicious Mr. Clark in his Annotations ſays,-- 
© Tt is for the Honour of God, that we be fo fully 


„ Religion, as to be able to defend and vindicate it.“ 
The Learned Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe runs thus, 


© feſs to the Authority, Kings and Magiſtrates which 
are ſet over you, that they who accuſe you as Male- 
factors, or ſeditious Perſons may be convinc'd, and 
«© put to Shame,” 8 


„Be able and willing ( ſays the Expoſition under 
you have, for which you ſuffer ſuch Hard/hips in the 
* World. Shew---that your Faith is defencible againſt 


_ © Chriſtian that aſks for his own Information and II- 
provemens. Do it in Meekneſs and Fear ; Fear of 


And now upon this flight and tranſient View of the 
Matter, how difficult a Work is this? He had need be 
2 ſkilful Workman, who is fo to divide the Word of 
| Truth, as to give every Perſon their proper Portion, Con- 


that having opened a Wound knows how and when to 


9 
z 
4 
: 
0 
g 
- 
| 
4 


i every Truth its due Weight, to avoid all Extreams, l | 
| CO | : . Wo 


to be ſatisfied, and learn of you.--- Unbelievers may 
6 ferings ; therefore be you ever ready to give an 


« acquainted with, and vers'd in the Greunds of our 


* Give an Account of the Faith and Hope you pro- 


the Name of Mr. Henry) to make an Apology and 
Defence of the Faith youprofeſs ; what Sort of Hope 


all the World : --- Have a Reaſon ready for your 
Cbriſtianity, that it may appear you are not ated 
by Folly and Fancy; -- Make it to Magiſtrates 
that may demand it, or to any inquiſitive ſerious 


God, 


— rr 
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is an eafy Thing to do this Work in a ſlighty and ſuperfi- 
cial Manner, but to do it Workman-like, is arduous and 
difficult. An ignorant Miniſter can't be à faithful one. 


to the Kingdom of God; They ſhould be like the good 
Houſholder that brings out of his Treaſure Things new | 


fil fo ſkilfully between them, as not to make Shipwreck 
of the Truth, Who is this wiſe. and faithful Servant? It 


Evangelical Paſtors are to be ready Scribes well inſtructed 


„ 1 and 


* 


3 * 1" eh * , : Ly * a . 


„God, Reverence of Superiors, the Good of others; 

% modeſtly and with Jealouſie over ourſelves.” 
Mr. Pyle paraphraſes it thus, -- Be but poſſeſs'd with 

5 a religious Fear of offending God; believe his 

„Truth, depend on his Power, Juſtice and Good- 

6 nefs; and you need not fear to own and defend 

„ your Chrittian Principles, in a modeſt and humble 

«© Way upon either publick or private Examination; 

* ſo as to confound thoſe who would repreſent you 

„ as Men of turbulent and ſeditious Principles. 
Mr. Burkit's Words are. When the Glory of 

* God, the Honour of Religion, and the Good of 

e others require it, but not with Oftentation and 

. 3 10 

Mr. Bradbury in his Sermons concerning Offences, P. 

284. ſays, By the Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, 

We are to underſtand the Docttines of the everlaſt- 

* ing Goſpel, which are the Ground of our Hope in 

God. -The Senſe which ſome would ſhove into 

© our Text is, that it refers to the Work of the Holy 

© Spirit within our Souls. I ſhould not have thot 

e ſuch an Opinion worthy of your Notice or mine, 

© if People were not run fo very low in their 

% Conduct, as buſily to undermine the Truth by 

<« creeping into private Houſes. But you will ſoon | 

< perceive, that if this Interpretation of the Words 

© be allow'd; then we muſt be ever ready to ge 

every Man an Account of our inward Experien- 

* ces: We were obliged then upon all Occaſtons, | 

e before all the World, to open the Secrets of our 

+ Hearts wherein we have taſted that the Lord i 

5 5 66 gracious 
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and old. And ſuch a Degree of Knowledge as is requiſite 
for a Miniſter is by no Means to be expected in an extra- 
ordinary Way, but by the Bleſſing of God upon fervent 
Prayers, long and hard Studies, and diligent Labours, 

Are any deſigned for, and devoting themſelves by the 


_ themſelves 


*-pracious ; the whole Proceſs of the Holy Spirit 
Pra HA 

upon our Souls; the Terrors of Conviction, the 
„ Tumults of Unbelief, our Contractions or our 
„ Enlargements in private Devotions : The Things 


c 
« 


and although God has only thought fit to reveal 
them in us, they muſt be reveal'd by us unto others. 
- Others (adds he) ought by my Profeſſion, to 
know my Belief of what God has reveal'd unto 
us; but what he has done in me, is a Secret to 
** my fell. - „ 4 


what the proper Senſe of the Words of the Apoſtle 
Peter is; and that he means not a Liberty or Power 
to any, or every Man, Miniſter or private Chriſtian, 
to come when, or go where he will, and ſo enquire 
of whom he pleaſes, what Experience they have had 
of a Work of Grace on their Souls. The Holy 
Ghoſt has not been underſtood in any of the Chur- 
ches of the Saints, *till the Romiſh Apoſtacy came 
on to mean any ſuch Inquiſition into the Hearts and 


inſiſted on by the beſt and holieſt Miniſter or Brother, 
De jure, with whatever Face of Meekneſs and Love 
: to Souls, yet were it not to be ſubmitted to, Ng 
look'd upon as aſſuming z whether from his being 
quoad hoc under a Dementia, or worle, deſigning or 


inſolent. f 
| r 


Will of God, to the Service of the Sanctuary, would they 
be able in any tolerable Degree to anſwer this Demand of 
the great God from them, let them ſee to it, that they give 


„ which God hath made ſecret are to be laid open . 


From theſe few Annotations the Reader may ſee, 
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over the Conſciences of Men, by this or any other 
Paſſage of Holy Scripture.---Or let the Enquiry be 


not for an Hour; but the Perſon may well be 
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pily ſubſervient to their main Deſign, that they make Uſe 
of all their other Acquiſitions to lead them into a more per- 
fect Knowledge of ſpiritual and divine Things. As indeed 
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abou 


themſelves to Study, to Reading, and Meditation, thy 

they be in an orderly Way amaſſing together thoſe Trex. cer 
ſares of Knowledge that may in fome good Degree qualify line 
them for the Work before them; but above all let then Wl to 
ſee to it, that they make all their other Knowledge hay. ence 


Waiter 
4 7 lain 


the various Parts of Learning may be bro't as ſo many Lines nd 
in a Circle to centre in God andChr, in ſpiritual and divine tes 


Things. Wherefore let them ſee to it that the Know- 
ledge of 


be the pt 


"ow and Chriſt, and converſe with the Scriptures {WiWedgir 
Luliar favourite Studies, and from thence let them >9 
FE. T3 labour ift 

T5 thoſe 


. our Civil and human, 


Wefire 
ſu 
th 
4 < 


* 


Or if the Thing be lawful in, a certain Circum- 
Nance, yet how inexpedient were it and unlawful, to 
be brought into Principle, Rule, and common Prac- 
tice | What Confuſion and Miſchief muſt need at- 
tend it ? So that it is evident Duty in us to put on 
Courage, and come into the Reſolution of the Apoſtle, | 
reſpecting ſuch an Impoſition on Chriſtian Liberty, — 
/ will nat be brought under the Power of ay. We 1 
may no more ſubject our religious Rights, and Chri- 
tian Liberties to the Will of another, than we may 


The Doctor goes on to remark further a ſingular 
and to him altogether novel Error or Miſtake on this 
Text, which many among us have of late gone into 
& that the Reaſon of the Hope that is in us muſt be 
aſed with Meekneſs and Fear, and that then iti 
certainly the Duty of all Chriſtians to give the Reaſon. 
But this alſo is a plain Departure from the Letter of the 
Text and Context, which couples the Mectineſi and Fear 
not with aſking the Reaſon of our Hope, but with 
anſwering him that aſks it of us. And fo it has ever 
been underſtood by all Expyſiters ; and it looks like 2 
new invented artful Evaſion to give it this Turn, which 
yet a ſincere Brother, may ſuddenly imbibe from ano- 
ther whom he affects and eſteems, and the more ealily 
if he has firſt with Reverence receiv'd the novel In- 
| 5 junction 


pe” 
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labour after a good Degree of Knowledge in the whole 4 
heme and Plan of the Goſpel, labour to be well efta- 

hed in the important Truths and Doctrines of it, and 
co be ready whenever called to it, to ſtand for the De- 4 


ace of them, and to contend earneſtly for the Faith 4 
| Wonce delivered to the Saints; in a Word, let them labour 1 


ter the Skill and Knowledge of unfolding and ex- 
lining; of inculcating and enforcing the great Doctrines I 
| And Duties of the Goſpel in a becoming Manner, be apt 1 
Wh teach, and inſtruct thoſe who oppoſe themſelves, if God 


Peradventure will give them Repentance to the acknow- l 
Ecdoing of the Truth, 5 4 
dome ſuch Degrees of Knowledge are ordinarily re- | 


uiſite for a Miniſter, before he engages in his Work, and 
hoſe who have thought of the vaſt Importance of it, and q 
lfire to be found Faithful in it, will be afraid (as one ex- j 
Preſſes it) “ to run like Abimaax on a Meſſage without 

ſuitable Tidings to carry to a People, they will dread 
F that Charge, 1 Tim. 1. 7. Jo are deſirous to be Tra- 1 
chers of others underſtanding not what they ſay, nor [ 


8 
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® 
© 


whereof they affirm,” And after a Miniſter has enter'd ns 

. 5 1 upon 39 
junction and Practice as a Doctrine of Grace, and a 18 
Matter of much ſpiritual Good to Souls. But how- It 
ever any may come into the Error, a plain and groſs 7 
one it is in regard of the Veritas loci, for the Apoſtle 4 
evidently ſpeaks of the Few!ſh or Heathen Powers or- 4 


dained of God to whom the Chriſtians were ſubject, 
or among whom they were, and who took upon them 
to demand an Account of 'em, why they taught or 
profeſs'd the Religion of Jeſus; of whoſe Dignity, 
Authority and Terror they are required therefore not 
to be afraid, but to give them a Reaſon of the Hape with 
Meekneſs and Fear, a meet Reverence due to the civil 
overnment, very conſiſtent with a laudable decent 
Courage and Boldneſs, for the Name, Truth and Cauſe 
of their Lord and Saviour. And that this is the true 
Meaning of the Holy Ghoft in this Text, is plain both 
from the preceeding and following Words; © e.. 
ſuffer for Rightecuſueſs 8 are ye: And having 1 
| | * 4 


8 da _ 
Kerb. ODT. 2 - 


— ped — — — L - — 8 _— - 
„2 ͤ ðZi»y ena OE 


3 — 


. ob ge 3 


— 
= a 
> SE} DO nn.) — — —oi> on. 


. 
— —— 
9 . 


18 An Ordination Sermon. 


upon his Work, with ſome tolerable Degrees of Fur; 
ture, would he anſwer the Charge in the Text, Ja 
Heed to yourſelves, *tis requiſite that with indefatigahle 
Zeal and Induſtry he apply himſelf to theſe Things, tha 
in the Words of the great Apoſtle, He give Attendany y 
| Reading, that he meditate on theſe Things, and give himſe] 
wholly to them, that through the whole Courſe of his Mi. 
niſtry, he endeavour to encreaſe his Treaſure, (as indeed 
the facred Theme ever calls for, and will forever admit! 
new and delighful Diſcoveries.) That he may mate full 
Proof of his Miniſtry, and that his Profiting may appear ui 
all; in ſhort *tis required that he be ever aiming after 
higher Attainments, and more excelling Degrees of 
Knowledge. in divine Things, and proportionable Advan- 
ces in the divine Life. ---- I have now done with the firk 
Part of the Charge and Direction, Take Heed to yourſelun, 
Leo JJ 

2. To conſider the Charge and Direction as it regards 
the Flock of God. Take heed to all the Flack —_ 

£ EE | | which 


** 


4 good Conſcience, that whereas they ſpeak Evil of yuu, 
and falſly accuſe your good Converſation in Chriſt ; i. e. 
your Chriſtian Belief and Practicſe. 
Indeed we ſhould be very cautious, and if we ſan#t- 
Jy the Lord God in our Hearts we ſhall be ſo, how we 
disjoint the Word of God, or give it a Turn or Re- 

| ference which is not the primary and direct Meaning 
of the Holy Spirit in that Place: But if it be done to 
ferve a Turn, or a fayourite Opinion, Party or Practice, 
it is an Abomination, e ooo 
Let us be warn'd and caution'd, even in Things 
that may carry a Face of Sanctity and Good to Soul, 


and yet may indeed prove of Diſſervice and Injury to k 
both: Let us beware of taking Fire from Men, al We 
not from the Altar of GOD, left our Zeal burn to the 10 
miſleading others: Let us have no Man's Perſon, "4 
Opinion, or Practice in ſuch Admiration as to follow i, 
them, wherein they do not follow Chriſt and Holineß BN .: 

Uh 


in a ſtrict Interpretation of, and. Adherence 190 


Is, 
/ 
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1 the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, 10 feed the 
urch of Ged. Oh how exceeding broad is this divine 
Command! confider*d in reſpe& of the Object of it, and 
e raft Variety of Duties couched under it, as well as 
under thoſe general Directions, taking the Overſight of 
Lind feeding the Flock of God. Be 
1. Let us conſider the Direction with Regard to the 
Obje&t ſo this Duty, and Oh how important the Charge! 
Toke heed to all the Flock of God, ; And in order to this, 
; Miniſter ſhould labour to know the State of his Flock, 
What ſo in the Courſe of his Miniſtry he may anſwer that 
bine Injunction, Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, 
„ Vorkman that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing 
Wil Mord of Truth, 2 Tim. 2. 15. The general Diviſion 
of Perſons, is into Saints and Sinners, and a due Regard is 


ſyer the Demand, Take heed to the whole Flick, who al- 
ways preaches as if there were none but converted Perſons 
In the Aſſembly ; nor he on the other Hand, who always 


ſhould ordinarily endeavour, when he is purpoſely thun- 
tering the Terrors of the Law, and flaſhing them like 


not to forget the humble and diſconſolate Saint, by repre- 
ſenting the oppokte Bleſſings that are unalterably ſecured 
to him, he being in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſo no Condemnati- 


ö on belonging to him. And fo on the other Hand, when 
ee repreſenting the Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous, and 
3 JPeading the precious Promiſes of the Goſpel, to which 


they have a Covenant Right and Title, before them in all 
tieir Charms, he ſhould remember to warn the hypocritical 
tofefſor, the bold, the preſumptuous and daring Sinner 
vanſt taking Encouragement herefrom, they having no 
lot or Portion in this Matter. 


We muſt according to that Direction, Of ſome have Com- 
jaſon, making a Difference, and others ſave with Fear, pul- 


n, ſo thoſe who are reall y brought home to God, are to be 


ang 


to be had to each of theſe 5 that Miniſter can never an- 


reaches, as if there were none but needed it. A Miniſter | 


Lightning upon guilty Conſciences as from Mount Sinai, 


Chriſt has many Sheep, who are not yet of his Fold, 
but whom he deſigns to gather in, and in order to do it, 


Ing them out of the Fire, And as theſe are to be brought 


led and built up. And among theſe, ſome are Babes in 
Ui, their Knowledge is ſmall, their Graces languid, 
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and their Attainments low; this is ſometimes the Caſe o 
thoſe who have been of long ſtanding in the Church of 
God, and theſe are to be fed with Milk, and not with | 

ſtrong Meat. Others are Men in Chriſt, of full Age, wh 

have their ſpiritual Senſes exerciſed to diſcern the Thing 
that are excellent, and the Things that differ, and ftrong 

Meat belongs to them, theſe from the Principles of the 

Doctrine of Chriſt are to be led on to Perfection; as the 
Apoſtle endeavours to lead the Hebrews (Chap. 6.) alte 

this Direction, into a more perfect Knowledge of the ſi- 

blime and glorious Myſteries of the Goſpel, the Perſon and 

Offices of Jeſus Chriſt,---- Again, Some are wandering, 

and theſe are to be reduc'd ; ſome are flothful and dull of 

hearing, and theſe are to be ſtirr'd up and quicken'd by 

the Words of the Maſters of Aﬀemblies, which are a 

Goads and as Nails. Others are in a declining State, back- 

MNiding from good Beginnings, abating their Zeal and Dili 

gence, and ſhew they have loſt their firſt Love; theſe are 

to be ſolemnly warned and called upon to confider from 
whence they have fallen, and repent and do their fit 

Works, Again, Some are as bruiſed Reeds, and as the 

 ſmoaking Flax, are diſconſolate and caſt down under muck 

Darkneſs and many Fears about their ſpiritual State, othen 

are tempted & deſerted, and a Word inSeaſon is to be ſpoken 

to each of theſe weary Souls. Once more, Some are fill'd with 

the Conſolations of the divine Spirit, and have the Joys ol 

the Lord ſhed abroad in their Souls, and theſe are to bs 

caution'd againſt being high-minded, and bid to rejoics 
with Trembling. All theſe are the Objects of the Mini 
ſterial Watch and Care, And beſides all theſe, there are 
many other Diſtributions that may be made amongf out 
Flocks, who are all committed to our Charge, ſuch as the 
Rich, and the Poor, the Old, and the middle Aged, tie | 

Young and little Children, the Sheep and the Lambs df 
Chriſt's Fold, for all of whom ſuitable Proviſion is to be 
made, and the Meſſages, Counſels and Inſtructions of God 

wiſely and faithfuily diſpenſed, But I paſs on 
2. More particularly to conſider the ſpecial Duty het 

required of the Elders of the Church, Take heed to «lf the 
Flack, over the which the Holy Ghoft hath made you * 
ters, to feed the Church of God. Here this G ** 
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Watch over the Flock is ſpecified in theſe two general 
Branches, taking the Overſight of it, and feeding it. 
And here kn 
1. Taking heed to the Flock of God conſiſts in a be- 
coming Oveſight of it. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has inſti- 
tuted in his Church various Laws and Orders, He has 
inſtituted Ordinances, Sacraments and Cenſures for the due 


Regulation and Government of his Church, and the Mini- 


ſters of the Goſpel are appointed to preſide under Chriſt in 
the Adminiſtration of the great Affairs of his Kingdom, 


and have a delegated Power from him of adminiſtring and 


executing theſe Laws, Ordinances and Cenſures. And 
Submiſſion to the Miniſters of Chriſt as ſpiritual Guides 
and Overſeers, is indiſpenſibly requit'd from their Flocks 
by the great Statute of Heaven. Obey them who bave the 
Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves: Por they watch fer 
Souls as thoſe that muſt give Account, Heb. 13. 17. And 
| faithful Miniſters who take Heed to the Flock of God, 
| will exerciſe this their Rule and Inſpection not with a 


lordly tirannical Spirit over the Flock, but in a Spirit of 


Love and Meekneſs, in Conformity to Chriſt Jeſus the 
chief Shepherd, doing all Things for their Edification, not 
for their Deſtruction, not as tho' they had Dominion over 


their Faith, but as Helpers of their 4 They will by no 


Means make their own Wills the Meaſure of their Con- 


duct, but will conſcientiouſly endeavour in all their Acts 
and Adminiſtrations invariably to keep cloſe to the Orders 


and Laws of the ſupreme Head of the Church. In 
* Vertue of this Power, which the Overſeers of the Flock 
** are veſted with, they inſpe&t the Houſhold of Faith, 
„give every one their Portion in due Seaſon ; by this 


Authority they preach, pray, and bleſs their Charge; 


{ * by this they adminiſter Sacraments and Cenſures ; and 
in the regular Diſcharge of this their Truſt, they can't 
| © be hindred without a Breach upon the Authority of their 
* great Lord and Maſter,” But this leads me to the other 
Branch of Duty here enjoin'd, in the due Execution of 
which indeed conſiſts the main and ſpecial Part of the 
Overſight of the Flock of God. Wherefore, 


2. The Exerciſe of this Care over the Flock of God, 


conſiſts in feeding it, 
2 | Under 


# 
' 
. 
{3 
is 
vp 
Ic. 
2 
1 
T 
& 
14 
2 
if 
4 
r 
: 
8 
7 
T 
'Y 
/ B 
* 3 
Dy 1 
* 
3 
} 
759 
f x4] 
19 
a 
* * 
£ 
1 1 
LY 
AF 
14 
4 
* * 
1 
Hl 
7 
- 
1 
Tz 
1 PN 
5%. 
T = 
4 LP 
I 
+2 
% of 
i 7 
j k 
4 
14 1 
| 5 
* 
« 
7 \ 
: ; 
oF | 
* $5 
5 f 
+, 
14 
1 
1 4 
* 
4 
ST 
— * 
* I 


huis bodily Preſence, he has conſtituted the Miniſters of the 
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Under this Title, Stile and Character the Church of God 
is often ſpoken of in Scripture, his Flock; and Chriſt Jeſus 
is the great and the chief Shepherd. In his Death indeed 
he is the Lamb of God, hereby he purchaſed the Church 
of God ; in his Reſurrection from the Dead he is the Shep- 
herd and the chief Shepherd as he receives and employs his 
Life to feed the Flock; and having left the World as to 


Goſpel his Under- Shepherds to feed his Flock, to lead them 
in green Paſtures, and beſide the ſtill Waters, to go before 
them, to lead them on in the Way to Bleſſedneſs. This 

is their ſpecial Work and Office, to feed the Flock of God, 
Neceſſity is laid upon them, and Wo be them if they do it 
not, or if they do it negligently. Whenever in his Pro- 
vidence he calls any to this Work and Office, he makes 
that Demand of them that he did of Peter, Loveſt thou me? 
And oh how ſollicitous ſnould ſuch be, to be able to an- 
ſwer with the like Efforts of Faith and Love, and with 
like ſolemn Appeals to him of the Sincerity thereof, 7%, 
Lord, Thou knoweſt all Things, thiu knoweft that we love 
thee / that ſo they may chearfully receive from him that 
_ endearing Charge, Feed my Lambs, Feed my Sheep, Feel 
> This Food muſt be fpiritual, ſuted to the Nature and 
Capacities, the Defires and Neceflities of an immortal Spi- 
rit, ſuted to the Nature of a Soul made in the Image of 
God, and deſigned for immortal Bleſſedneſs in the Enjoy- 
ment of him, ſuted to the Neceffities of a Soul who has 
fallen from God, defaced his Image, and forfeited it's Ti- 
tle to Happineſs. Now there are ſeveral Ways by which 
this Food is to be diſpenſed, and through the powerful Ope- 
rations of the divine Grace and Spirit co-operating, Nou- 
riſhment is conveyed to the Soul, . 
I. By preaching the Word. This is a wiſe and gract- 
ous Method which the divine Wifdom has pitched upon, 
for the carrying on a Treaty of Peace with rebellious Sin- 
ners. And for this the Goſpel is admirably adapted both 
for the ſubduing Souls to Chriſt in Converſion and Effec- 
tual Calling, and for the carrying them on through all the 
Steps and Degrees of progreſſive Sanctification and Holineß 
unto their final Glorification, By this Sinners are ſtartled 
and amazed with an Apprehenſion of their Guilt & — | 
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1 by this the Joys and Conſolations of the divine Grace are 


| conveyed to the Souls of the Saints, By this God gathers 
to himſelf a Church in the World, and by the ſame Word 
ne ſanctifies and purifies it, till he has brought it to a State 
of Perfection in heavenly Glory. Ehp. 5. 25. Chri/t loved 


the Church and gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanctiſy 


and cleanſe it, with the waſhing of Water by the Mord, that 
he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, not having 
Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing, but that it might be ho- 
ly and without Blemiſh, Now that the preaching of the 


Goſpel may become effectual to theſe bleſſed Ends, Would 
we diſpenſe it in ſuch a Manner, as that we may hope the 


Spirit of God will make it fo, the Doctrine of the two 
Covenants muſt be frequently explained and unfolded : 
Humane Nature muſt be debaſed and Jaid low, as under 
the Breach of the firſt Covenant, and fo involv'd in Sin 
and Guilt and Miſery, excluded all Hope of Mercy accor- 


ding, to the Tenour of that Covenant, in a State of eternal 


Death, unleſs redeeming Mercy prevent. Here therefore 


the glorious Scheme and Plan of Salvation, the wonderful 
Method infinite Wiſdom has pitched upon, for theSaivation 


andRecovery of loſtSinners is to be explained ; the Nature, 
the Terms, the Bleſſings and the Promiſes of the New- 
Covenant unfolded : That great Goſpel-Doctrine of Faith 


in Jeſus Chriſt, whereby we receive him, become united 
to him, and are ſavingly intereſted in all the Benefits of 
his Purchaſe, is very particularly to be deſcribed and care- 
fully diſtinguiſhed from its Counterfeits ; the Object of it 


Chriſt Jeſus muſt be exhibited in all his glorious Offices. 


Sinners muſt be plainly and faithfully told, that he is a 
King as well as a Prieſt, that they muſt not, that they can- 


not without daring. Preſumption depend upon his Sacrifice, 
unleſs they freely and heartily ſubject themſelves to his 


Scepter and Government, that the ſovereign Balm of his 
Blood is applied only to thoſe, whoſe Hearts are broken for 
their Sins, and broken off from them, that he is the Author 


of eternal Salvation only to them that obey him, that their 


danctification is the beſt and the only ſubſtantial Evidence 
of their Union to Chriſt, and the Juſtification of their Per- 


ſons through his perfect Righteouſneſs, Whenever the 


great Duties of Goſpel- Obedience are explained and urged, 


lum ſhould carefully diſtinguiſh betwixt them, and 


Heathen 
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Heathen Morality ; their Hearers muſt be taught that al 
the Acts of Goſpe]-Obedience muſt flow from a Principle 
of renewed Nature in the Soul, they muſt be directed tg 
eye Chriſt as the great Pattern and Example of Obedience, 
to conſider him as the Head of Influences, from whom they 


muſt derive Grace and Strength for the Performance, and 
to depend upon his Merits for Acceptance, This is to imi- 


tate the Apoſtles of whom it is ſaid, We preach not our ſelvet 
JVC 
2. Miniſters are to feed their Flocks by adminiftring the 
Seals of the Covenant, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
| Baptiſm is expreſly ſpecified in the Commiſſion given to the 
Apoſtles, and therein to the Miniſters of the Goſpel in all 
ſucceeding Ages, Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations, 
 baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Sin, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, By this ſacred Rite Souls are ga- 
thered into the Church of God, are brought under the 
Wing, and placed in the Way of receiving the Bleſſings of 
the Covenant : and theſe are to be looked upon as Part of 
God's Family and Houſhold, and accordingly provided and 
cared for, But then though we are firſtly introduc'd into 


the Church-State by Baptiſm, yet while any content them- 


ſelves with this only, and do not obſerve the other divine 
| Ordinance of the Goſpel, approach the Table of the Lord, 
they are not viſible Believers in the full Senſe of the Church- 
State, nor have a Right to all the Priviledges of that State, 
Here therefore Miniſters ſhould labour to prepare their 
People for a due Approach to this royal Feaſt, this heaven- 
ly Banquet, by repreſenting the Nature, Deſigns and Ends 
of the Inſtitution, and the vaſt Obligations upon the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt to yield Obedience to that his dying Com- 
mand, This do in Remembrance of me, And having recei- 
ved the ſolemn and explicit Conſent of any to the Terms 
and Propoſals of the Goſpel-Covenant, they are to receive 

and admit them into the holy Fellowſhip and Communion 

of the Saints, and adminiſter to them this ſacred Rite. 
This Ordinance is wiſely deſigned by the great Inſtitutor of 
it, for the Nouriſhment & Growth of the Soul in Grace and 
Holineſs. HereinChrift does truly &ſpiritually exhibit himſelf 
with all his ſaving Benefits to ſincere Believers. Here in this 
<© Ordinance many drooping Souls have been raiſed, many 
** wounded Spirits healed, many cloudy Souls 2 
EIS, 55 ele 


rang wc Wink. yoo. 


? Sn SDS If 29. .ow 


An Ordination Sermon. 25 


« here the comforting Spirit breathes, our Saviour ſhews 
« his reviving Countenance, God ſpeaks Peace to his Peo- 
« ple, A Believer taſtes the hidden Manna, and the 


« hruiſed Reed becomes a Pillar in the Temple of our 
« God, and the ſmoaking Flax is cheriſhed into a 
% purer and a more pleaſant Light, than ſprings from the 
« Sun in its Brightneſs,” rs: | 

3. Miniſters are to feed their People by their ſolemn 


ſhould be eminently a Man of Prayer, how conver- 
fant ſhould he be in the Religion of the Cloſet, how 
ſhould all his Studies and Preparations, his Miniſtra- 
tions and Services be ſanctiſied by Prayer. There, in ſe- 


e Who! Grace, repreſenting the State of his Flock before God, 
of Witiving and agonizing in Prayer with him for a Bleſſing, 


of Win every Prayer making mention of them Night and Day 


praying exceedingly ſor them all, that he might be hap- 


ting that which is lacking in their Faith, | 


ne . K N 
td, bons, as they are to lead in the ſolemn Devotions and 
Prayers of the Congregation, and be the Mouth of the 


their own Souls warm'd and rais'd and filled with all de- 
yout Affections, drawing near with a pure Heart, and in 
full Affurance of Faith: Senſible of the awful Majeſty, 


Ireſs, in whoſe Preſence the Seraphims cover their Faces, 


4 aving their Souls touch'd with a feeling Senſe of the 
um Nants and Neceſſities of the Flock, and the vaſt Impor- 
eive nce of the Bleſſings they are to aſk of God for them, 
nion ad their Faith ſtrong and lively in the Grace the Fulneſs 
Lite. Dad All-ſufficiency of God, to be communicated through 
or of be Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our prevalent 
, and \dvocate and Interceſſor before the Throne. And though 
el WM Migiſter ſhould above all Things be ſolicitous for the 


pirit of Prayer, yet by no Means ſhould he neglect the 
t of Prayer, but labour after a ſuitable Variety of Ex- 
«ons and Pleadings, ks wan to addreis the Throne 


af 


« Love of Chriſt which is ſweeter than Wine, The 


fervent Prayers to God for them, The Minifter 


ret, betwixt God and his own Soul with what Aponies 
with what Ardour of Soul, ſhould he addreſs the Throne 


ply inftrumental of begetting them to God, and of perfec- 


And when Minifters go forth to their publick Miniſtra- 


people untd God, Oh how ſhould they endeavour to get 


nd the ſpotleſs Purity of that God whom they are to ad- 
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of Grace on all Occaſions; and here the ſacred Scrip- 


tures are a noble Treaſure indeed, able abundantly to furniſh 
the Man of God, for this, and every part of the miniſte- 
rial Work, | „%% TL 

When a Miniſter is able in ſome good Meaſure thus to 
lead in the publick Devotions of an Aſſembly it raiſes the 
Attention of the Audience, ſometimes by the powerful 
Bleſſing of God accompanying captivates the Affections of 


the moſt carelefs, the moſt obdurate Heart begins to melt 


and thaw in the moſt ingenuous Contrition with a god] 
Sorrow and holy Mourning, and generally an holy Fire 
inſpires and warms every devout Breaſt, and draws forth 
the divine Graces in the Soul into lively vigorous AQings, 
The Saints have often found it good for them to be thus 
engaged, and thus to draw nigh to God, . 

4. Miniſters are to feed their People by their own pious 
and heavenly Examples. We have before ſpoken of a 
Miniſter's perſonal Religion, but then we conſidered it 


| Chiefly with a View to a Work of Grace on his Soul, we 


are here to conſider it as it reſpects his Life and Converſa- 


tion in the World which lies open to the View and Ob- 


ſervation of thoſe with whom he converſes, This is a ne- 


_ ceflary and effential Part of the Character of a good Shep- 


herd, John 10. 4. That he go before the Sheep. Minilters 


muſt go before their Flocks in all the Graces and Duties 


of the divine Life ; muit be Examples to the Believers in 
Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, 


and in Purity: Muſt be Patterns of Humility and Meck- 
neſs, Patience, and Self-Denial, of Devotion and Piety to- 


wards God, of Sobriety and Gravity, Peaceableneſs of Spi- 
rit, and Behaviour, of Juſtice and Charity, of Honour and 
hearty Benevolence towards all Men, and the like. Thus 
as experienced Guides, the Miniſters of the Goſpel and 
under Shepherds ſhould go before their Flocks, and by the 


Light and Influence of their Example as well as their Doc- 


trine lead them on heavenward, that they may be able not 
only by their publick Preaching, but alſo by this powerful 
this moſt perſwaſiv:Oratory to addreſs them in ſuch Langu- 
age, That which was from the Beginning, which we hav? heard, 
which we have ſeen,which we have felt the Power of upon d 
own Souls, declare we unto you, that ye alſs may havt Tel. 


lau ip with ar, and truly our Feilawſbip is with the Ff 
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An toith the San Chrift Feſus, Be ye Fillmwers of us, even as 


God, when the Miniſters of the Goſpel are thus holy, 
blameleſs and exemplary 3 this is a noble and a divine 


Tendency to engage their Heaters to believe the Report 
| of the Goſpel, and to induce them to the ſame Faith, and 
Practice, in as much as tis the moſt convincing Argu- 
ment and ſenſible Demonſtration of the Truth and Excel- 
kncy of that holy Faith they preach and recommend, 
And Oh unſpeakably happy is it for the Miniſters of the 


of our Conſciences that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not 
with flefbly 1/i/dom, but by the Grace of God we have had 


our Converſation in the World, and more abundantly to you- 


teous Judge will give unto them at his Coming and Ap- 
ſolemn Charge before us. Tale Herd to yourſelves and to 
all the Flock over the which the Holy Gheſi hath made you 


| Overſeers to feed the Church of God. 
Hen now,” 


but juſt name them. It is the Flock over the which 


Co of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own 
was, ; | 


| forming of which from the Ruins of our loft and revolted 
World, employ'd the infinite Wiſdom and Grace and 


ancient Tranſactions betwixt the Father and the Son in the 


covery of fallen Man to the loſt Image and forfeited Fa- 
2 ect 


* 
| 


wo alſo are of Chrift. Happy indeed is it for the Church of ; 


Way of feeding the Flock of God, *tis of the moſt happy 


Goſpel themſelves, when they can ſay with the great A- 
poſtle, 2 Cor. 1. 12. This is our Rejoicing, the Teſtimony 


ward, This will give them abundant Ground of Rejoic- 
ing in the near Views of Death, from the aſſured Proſpect - 
of the Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righ- 


Thus I have in ſome imperfe& Manner conſidered the 


II. To conſider the ſolemn Motives and Arguments 
with which the Charge is enforced. And here I can 


the FHaly Ghoft hath made you Overſeers, and it 1s the 
I is the Church of the living Cd: The gathering and 


Compaſſions of God from Eternity; this gave Riſe to the 


Covenant of Redemption which bears Date from Eternity, 
the Counſel of Peace that was between them for the Re- 


your of God his Maker. Tis nothing leſs than the Ef- 
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fect of theſe divine Counſels that we are ſent to publiſk to 
Sinners, tis the merciful Product of this Covenant of Re. 
demption, that we are ſent to proclaim to a loſt World. 
*Tis the Church of God which he hath purchaſed with hi; 
en Blood, To purchaſe this Flock, the eternal Son of 
God condeſcended in the Fulneſs of Time, according to 
his Engagements to his Father, to leave the bleſſed Abodes 
to aſſume human Nature, to become an Infant of Days, 
and at Length to bear our Sins in his own Body on the 
Tree, there we behold the Sovereign of Life, ſtretching 
| his Arms on the Croſs, bleeding and expiring, Oh what 
a vaſt, what an amazing Deſign muſt this be the Product 
of? The Church of God purchaſed with his own Blood, 
the richeſt Price and Ranſom paid down which God had 
in all his vaſt immenſe Treaſures.----The Church of Gad is 
purchaſed with his own Blood, Though our bleſſed Saviour 
could ſuffer only in his human Nature, and it would be 
blaſphemous as well as abſurd to ſuppoſe otherwiſe, yet his 
Divine Nature deriv'd an infinite Value on the Sacrifice, 
And that the Efficacy and Value of the Sacrifice reſults 
from his Divinity is not at all irrational. For upon our 
Saviour's Aſſumption of our Nature, there commenc'd ſuch 
a cloſe Union betwixt the human and divine Nature, that 
tis not the Nature ſimply conſidered, but the Perſon that 
is to be conſidered as the Fountain of Action. Thus the 
human Nature being perſonally united to the divine, the 
voluntary Offering that our Saviour made of himſelf upon 
the Croſs is to be conſidered as a divine Act, and therefore 
of infinite Value and Merit, Hence with the greateſt 
Propriety the Church of God is here faid, to be purchaſes 
with his 9wn Bload, Though without Controverſy great 1s 
the Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, Let us 
fall down in admiring adoring Thoughts of it, firmly be- 
lieving it, though we can't comprehend it. T 
Ti the Church of God, over the which the Holy Gb 
| hath made you Overſeers, The Apoſtles and firſt Preachers 
of the Goſpel were indeed veſted with a direct and imme- 
diate Call from God to their Office, but now in theſe Ages 
of the Church, that the ſacred Canon is compleated, the divine 
Mind revealed, & we are to expect no new and further Reve- 
lations from Heaven, this Commiſſion & Authority is deriv'd 
to the ordinary Miniſters ina more mediate Way & — 
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But ſtill they are empower'd and authorized by God, com- 


miſnonated by Chriſt Jeſus, and the Holy Ghoſt who tran- 
ſicts the great Aſſairs of Chriſt's Kingdom on Earth, guides, 


directs and over- rules in the whole Affair, he directs and 


7 
N 
We 
* 
„ 
. 
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_ 
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leads the Churches of Chriſt into the Choice of ſuch & ſucha 
choſen Veſſel, and his Miniſters to commit that good Thing 
E which is delivered unto them, unto faithful Men who ſhall 
be able to teach others alſo, Hence as it was faid of the 
High Prieſts under the Law, ſo may it of all the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, They are ordained of Men in Things pertajn- 
© ing unto God, and therefore have an Honour confer'd upon 
E them which no Man taketh to himſelf, but he that is called of 
Cod as was Aaron. ©,» 


And now to bring home all in ſome Addreſſes, agreea- 


ble to the Occaſion and Deſign of this Day's Solemnity. 

M Fathers and Brethren in the Miniſtry, We ſee how 
E folemn and weighty the Motives and Arguments are, with 
which we ſhould charge it upon our Souls, that we take 
E heed to fulfil the Miniſtry, that we have received of the 
Lord Jeſus, We ſee how much the Honour of the ſacred 
THREE who bear Record in Heaven are concerned here- 
in; of the FATHER who projected the Scheme of our 
Redemption for the gathering of a Church in the World, 
of the SON who actually paid down the Price of his own 
Blood, and of the HOLY GHOST who has called and 


| ſeperated us to this Work and Office. Oh what Reaſon 
| have we to be lying low in the Duſt before God, when we 
review the vaſt the important Duties of the Miniſterial 
Work and Office, when we conſider the ſolemn Vows of 


| God upon us, when we reflect on our Unſkilfulneſs in the 
Work of the Lord, our Unfaithfulneſs in it, our Sloth and 
| Negligence, our ſinful Defects, and our Inſucceſsfulneſs! 
| Bleſſed be God for the Fountain ſet open, the Blood of the 
| great Sacrifice, which is for the Prieſthood, and for the 
| Congregation : Let us this Day be making our renew'd 
| penitent believing Applications to it for Sprinkling and for 
| Pardon, and upon the preſent Occaſion renew our Vows in 

the Preſence of all the Lord's People. Let us preſs the 
| folemn Motives and Arguments that have been laid before 


us home upon our own Souls, and from thence be quickned 
and excited to fulfil the Charge of God upon us. And 


Our 


here ſuffer me to tranſcribe fome affectionate Addreſſes from 
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our excellent Dr. WATTS. Let us charge ourſelve; by 
the Honour the Holy Ghoſt has done us, the Diznity 
of the Office with which we have been inveſted, to do 
« nothing unbecoming this honourable Character. Does 


«& Jeſus the divine Shepherd appoint us Under-Shepherds of 


© his Flock; are we conftituted Stewards in his Houſe to 
< diſpenſe the Myſteries of his Grace, and the good Things 
© of his Goſpel ; are we the Meſſengers of our riſen Lord 
to a dying World; are we the Miniſters of our exalted 
__ «© Saviour in his Kingdom here below, are we Stars in his 
«© Right Hand, are we earthly Angels of his Churche ? 
Oh let us take heed that we do nothing to dlſgrace the 


© Titles of Dignity and Honour which he has put upon 


us in his Word, let us make it appear that our Office 
© was not conferr'd upon us in vain, --- Is the Goſpel of 


© the Grace of God put into our Hands, a Declaration 
© of the amazing Deſigns of redeeming Love and Grace, 


God grant we may ſpeak as Creatures entruſted with 
*© Meſſages of ſuch an heavenly Original, with Affairs of 


* ſuch divine Solemnity ! „„ 
ls it the Church of God which he has purchaſed with 


© his own Blood that we are called to feed ? Let us ſee to 


« it, that we diſplay this illuftrious and coftly Purchaſe in 


& all its Glory to ſinful periſhing Creatures; this precious 


£6 Blood which is ſufficient to redeem a World from Death, 


* and which is the Price of all our infinite and everlaſt- 
„ ing Bleſſings, demands that we publiſh and offer them 
© in his Name with holy Zeal and Solicitude to finful 
© Men. Oh may our Hearts and Lips join to proclaim 


& this Salvation, this Redemption, theſe everlaſting Blel- 


„ ſings, with ſuch a devout and ſacred Paſſion as becomes 


ce the divine Price that was paid for them, Let us not 
* he found Triflers with the Blood of Chriſt, nor let us 


6 bring cold Hearts and dead Affections, when we come 


hn 


to ſet before Sinners the rich and ineſtimable Stream of | 


„ the Life and Blood, that came warm from the Heart of 
c the dying Son of God. Let periſhing Creatures kno# 
vc that it coſt the Prince of Glory ſuch a dreadful Price | 


* as this to redeem them from eternal Miſery ; and at ry 
* ſame Time let our own Spirits feel the powerful hg 


* ings of Gratitude to the divine Friend, that a" 
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| « dy'd for us, and let our Language make it appear, that 


7 « we ſpeak what we feel,” Thus he. 
My Fathers and Brethren, we are called to take the 
) Overſight of the Flocks of Chrift, to feed the Church of 
0 God, and *tis a very critical and important Day with us 
f and with the Church of God: Scarce ever was the Wiſ- 
0 dom of the Serpent together with the Harmleſaeſs of the 
s Dove, ſcarce ever were greater Meaſures of Grace, of 
a Zeal, of Courage, and Reſolution, of Meeknefs, and Hu- 
d mility more requiſite than at the preſent Day, to diſcharge 
ls the Duties of our Station, to diſtinguiſh betwixt the preci- 
; ous and the vile. He muſt be a Stranger in our Iſrael, 
e who has not heard of, or obſerved the almoſt general Con- 
1 cern, that has been awaken'd upon the Minds of People 
© through the Land, about their Souls and Eternity, And 
of : goodly Number have given clear and bright Evidences of 
n a ſaving Converſion to God. I defire heartily to bleſs 
e, God for what of his Grace, I have ſeen in the preſent Day, 
. in the Flock, and through the Flocks in the Town 
of here Providence has aſſign'd my Station. But Oh 
at the ſame Time the buſy Adverſary has been very active, 
th WW in ſowing his Tares the Seeds of Diſcord and Diviſion in 
t our Churches. It is but too notorious, that the Characters of 
in ſome of our moſt aged, faithful and experienc'd Guides, 
Us who have obtain'd Mercy of the Lord for a long Courſe of 
b, Vears, even unto gray Hairs, to be ſerving the Lord with 
t- all Humility and many Tears, and whom God has own'd 
mn and honour'd in his Work, have been injurioufly ſtruck at. 
6 And Oh the lamentable Diviſions that ſeem to be prevail- 
| 


ing in many Churches of the Land ! For theſe Things 
there ought to be great Searchings of Heart, both amongſt 
e Miniſters & People. Theſe Things indeed afford a very me- 
ot lancholly Proſpect. If ſuch a Spirit of Clamour & Wrath, 
of evil ſpeaking, of groundleſs Surmiſes and Jealouſies pre- 
ral among our Flocks, what an eaſy Prey would they lie 
to any grievous Wolves that might enter in among them, of 


of whom the Apoſtle admoniſhes us in the Verſe immediately 
5 following the Text. Our great Danger my Honoured Fa- 
1 thers and Brethren (will you give me Leave with all due 


yeterence to ſuggeſt) lies here, leſt we ſhould damp the 
ok of God on the one Hand, by a miſguided Zeal be- 
cuſe of Imprudences and Inficmities, ſhould overlook that 
ral | Which 


: | beſeech you Brethren for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, and 


. 
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which is ſubſtantial and valuable; or on the other ſhout ! 
put the divine Stamp upon thoſe Things which will gie 


the fulfilling of it ! And who of us is ſufficient for theſe 
Things? You ſee how much we need your tendereſt Com- 
_ paſſions, and your earneſt fervent Prayers for us; and we 


the Scoffer Occafion to ſpeak reproachfully of our moſt boly | 0} 
Religion, & which cannot without the greateſt Diſhonour WW 
be attributed to the Holy Spirit, Oh let us be much in ot 
Prayer to God for all that Wiſdom aud Light and Gui. WM ; 
dance we need, and after humble ferious and prayerfy] re 
waiting upon God, let us chearfully countenance and zea- Wi y 
| Jouſly promote whatſoever we in our Conſciences think a- 
greeable to the Mind and Will of God, and bear a faith- | (| 
ful and open Teſtimony againſt whatſoever appears oppoſite MM C 
to it. Duty is ours, and the Event muſt be left with God, WR þ 
Let us give double Diligence in the Diſcharge of the Duties 2 
of our Office, and thereby evidence to our People, that the n 
great Thing we are moſt of all ſolicitous for, is their Con- F 
verſion and ſpiritual Edification, Let us be ready to facti- 4 

_ fice our Names, our Characters, our All for the Honour 
of our divine Maſter ; labour to be able to ſay with the F 
Apoſtle, but none of theſe Things move me, neither count 1 Ft 
my Life dear unto myſelf, fo that I might finiſh my Cuurſe a 
with Foy, and the Miniſiry 1 have received of the Lund t 

Feſus, to teflify the Goſpel of the Grace of God, 

In the next place, I would turn the Addreſs to the Peo- | « 
ple of our reſpective Charges conven'd on the preſentOccafinn, 
Lou ſee our Brethren ſomething of the Importance & tie WW | 
* awful Solemnity of the ſacred Charge we took upon us, 7 
when we devoted ourſelves to the Service of your Souls in 6 
the Work of the Miniſtry, and the excelling Degrees of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, and Grace that are requiſite to T 
| 
| 


for the Love af the Spirit, that ye ſtrive together in your 
Prayers to God for us, Brethren, pray for us, that the 
| Word of the Lord may have free Courſe, and run and be 
glorified. And we beſzech you Brethren, to know them 
which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, 
and admoniſh you; and efteem them very highly in Love 
for their Works Sake, and be at Peace among yourſelves. 
While your Miniſters preach to you the pure Docttines of 
the Goſpel, and in all their holy Miniftrations and 5 
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jerſe exhibit much of the divine Spirit 4nd Temper, that 
us ſo conſpicuous in the Life of Chrift Jeſus the great 
| Shepherd; ſurely you may ſafely ſubmit yourſelves to their 
Watch and Charge. Oh beware of entertaining any 
groundleſs Surmiſes and Jeatouſtes of ſuch; this may be of 
ryful Tendency to blaſt their holy Miniſtrations, and ven- 
render them unſucceſsful; and fo of infinite Prejudice to 
| your own Souls. Follow your own faithful Paſtors; ſo far 
is they follow Chriſt, attend their holy Miniftrations, keep 
| cloſe to the Footſteps of the Flock, continue as did thoſe 
Converts in the early Ages of the Church, ſtedfaſtly in the 
| Apoſtle's Doctrine and Fellowſhip, in breaking of Bread 
and in Prayers. Ads 2. 42. And now Brethren, we com- 
| mend you to God, and to the Ward of his Grace, which is a+ 
| ble to build you up, and to give you an Inheritance among all 
them which are ſanctiſied. Cr ous 
But tis now more than Time, that I wind up all in an 
| Addreſs to my dearly beloved Brother, whoſe Separation to 
the Work of the Miniſtry has called us together this Day, 
and to the beloved Flock of our Lord Jeſus in this Place 
to be committed to his Charge, © . 
Dear Sir, you are now to take upon you the Over-fight 
| of this Flock of our Lord Jeſus, the Church of the living 
God, and which the eternal God has thought worthy the 
precious Blood of his own Son; this Church are this Day 
giving up their Souls, and the Souls of their Houfnolds, and 
of their little Ones to your Care, to your Inſtructions, to 
| your Conduct in the Miniſtrations of the Goſpel ; the glo- 
rious Gofpet of God our Saviour as a ſacred Depoſitum is 
to be committed to your Truſt ; the Holy Ghoſt is com- 
| mitting the Sheep and the Lambs of this Fold to your feed- 
ing, to your Watch and Care, and Chrift the great Shepherd 
| Þpathetically- putting the Demand to you, he did to Peter, 
| vith like Expreſſions of Endearment, Lovefl thou me? Well 
may you in the near Views of the ſolemn Tranſaction before 
you, while you conſider the awful Majeſty and the ſpotleſs 
| Purity of that God, in whoſe Preſence you are to ſtand, 
and whoſe Meſſages you are to deliver, while you conſider 
the Worth and Value of precious immortal Souls, and the 
vaſt Hazard they are in of being loſt forever through your 
iſconduQ; while you ſurvey the various Duties of the paſ- 
oral Charge, and the ſuperior excelling Degrees of Koow- - 
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ledge, Wiſdom and Grace, that are requiſite to an accey. 
table Diſcharge of them, while you turn your Thought 
and Views forward to the laſt Tribunal, and the awful 
| Glories of the coming Judgment, when the chief Shepherd 
ſhall appear to make a ſolemn Demand of his under Sbep- 
herds, what Care, what Compaſſion and Love they have 
exerciſed towards his Flocks, whether they have ſtrengthened 
the diſeaſed, healed that which was fick, bound up that which 
was broken, brought again that which was driven away, and 
fſaught that which was loft, and ſhall reward every one ac- 
_ cording as his Work has been; no Wonder if in the al- 
fecting View of theſe awful Realities, you are filPd with WM 
Wonder and Amazement, and are ready to ſay withMoes, 
Send I pray thee, by the Hand of him by whani thou wilt ſend, 
With [/aiah, Mo is me, for I am undane, for I am a Man 
of unclean Lips, and 1 dwell in the midſt of a People of uncltan 
Lips, and mine Eyes have ſeen the King the Lord of Hoh, 
and with Feremiah, Ab Lord God behald 1 cannot ſpeak, fir 
, d TY To Os Tous: 
Ila am ſenſible dear Sir, with what Fear and Trembling, 
with what Anxiety of Soul, you are this Day devoting your 
ſelf to the ſacred Office, and you'l readily believe me, when 
I. tell you I feel the Affections of an elder Brother to you, 
T have ſaid theſe Things not to diſcourage you from the | 
_ Undertaking, but the more deeply to affect your Soul with 
a becoming Senſe of the Solemnity of it. I hope God and 
your own Soul can teſtify with what Agonies of Soul you 
have been addrefling the Throne of Grace, for that Grace 
that is ſufficient for you, and that you deſire now in the 
Exerciſe of Repentance towards God, and of Faith inChrift's | 
al- ſufficient Sacrifice, and with an humble Dependance up- 
on bis Grace and Strength, publiekly, renewedly to conſe- 
crate yourſelf to God in the Miniſtry of his dear Son, giv- 
ing yourſelf firſt unto the Lord, and then unto the deat 
Flock by the Will of God, Do thus, and you'l this Day 
find Grace in God's Sight, your Iniquity will be taken a- 
way, and your Sin purged, and you may chearfully anſwer | 
with the Prophet, Here am I ſend mm. 
Ihe moſt important Direction we can give you in the 
Tranſaction before you, and for your Conduct through the 
whole Courſe of your Miniſtry is, Confider the Apoſtle, and 
High Prisft of our Profeſſion Chriſt Jeſus, labour to — 


hi 


4 


* 
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him the great and good Shepherd ! and for your Encourage- 
ment conſider him as now exalted to the I hrone on High, 
and inveſted with a Plenitude of Power both in Heaven and 
on Earth, and 'tis he, who in his infinitely wiſe Providence 
and Grace (as we truſt) both to you and to this People, is 
now commanding you to go and preach unto them his un- 
| ſearchable Riches, in his Name and Strength then go forth, 
and continually eye him, and out of his Fulneſs you ſhall re + 
ceive and Grace for Grace. In him are hid all the Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdom and Grace, and from him you may hum- 
bly hope to receive ſuch Treaſures as ſhall be for the En- 
tichment of the Souls of this People; you may humbly hope 
that he will uphold, ſupport and carry you through your 
Courſe here, and at his ſecond Coming you ſhall receive a 
Crown of Glory that fadeth not wax. 
With Hearts full of Affection and Love we now com- 
mend you to the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, this 
Grace be with your Spirit in the Solemnities before you, 
and may it reſt on you and with you forever, 
And now our beloved Brethren of this Flock, we hearti- 
ly rejoice with you in the Tokens of the divine Favour and 
Grace this Day. Bleſſed be God, though he was pleaſed 
to ſmite the under Shepherd your late worthy Paſtor, yet 
that the Sheep were not ſcattered, and that he has ſo graci - 
oufly appear'd for you in diſperſing the Cloud that not long 
lince hung over you, and has now fo happily united you a- 
mong yourſelves, fo comfortably provided for you, and is 
ſettling you again with ſo much Peace and Unaminity, ha- 
ving one to go in, and out before you, under whoſe Mini- 
fry (through the Grace of God we have ſeen in him) you 
may expect to find richPaſture for your Souls. The chief 
Shepherd is ſhewing you, that he ever lives to take Care of 
bis Flock, he is now fending you another Shepherd to feed 
you and to lead you, Receive him gladly in the Lord, 
and ſubmit yourſclves to him, and eſteem him very highly 
for his Work's Sake. Strengthen his Hands, and encou- 
nage bis Heart in his Work; ſee that he be among you 
without Carefulneſs, make all ſuitable Proviſion for his ho- 
mourable Support among you, becoming the Dignity of his 
Station; It is the great Statute of Heaven that he wha 
peaches the Goſpel ſhould. live of it, Think not much 
Uerefore that while he is diſpenſing to you Spiritual, be 
CT nn nn hand 
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ee alſo are Men of like Paſſions with yourſelves, Remen. 
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ſhould reap of your carnal Things, But above all open your 

_ Souls, and chearfully receive the Meſſages he brings you in 
the Name of the Lord. Receive your Miniſter as an Angel 
by Office, but look upon him ſtill as a Man by Nature; 


ber your Miniſter is coming among you young and very 
tender; conſider his Youth, but don't deſpiſe it, pity his In- 
| firmities, and coyer all with a Mantle of Love. Tis Age, 
Experience and a long Acquaintance with the World, with 
the different Tempers of Men that muſt furniſh us for ſome 
ſpecial Parts of the miniſterial Work. Be very tender there: 
fore of your Miniſter's Character, do nothing to diſpirit ot 
diſcourage him in his Work. And Oh remember that after 
his higheſt Attainments; could he attain to all the learned 
| Reaſoning of Paul, the perſwaſive Eloquence of 4poll:s,and 
Could he employ them in everySermon he preached, &inevery 
miniſterial Act he could do no more than plant & water, tis Goi 
8 3 that muſt give theIncreaſe, For this then now ſet your 
Hearts and yourSouls to ſeek the Lord your God, to implore : 
Bleſſing on his Miniſtry. Unite in that Prayer of the Pfal- 
miſt, and we heartily join with you in it, Pfal. 131. 8, 9. 
Ariſe, Q Lord, into thy Ref, - Thou, and the Ark of thy 
Strength, Let thy Prieſt be cloathed with 9 and 
let thy Saints ſhout aloud for Joy. And may God gracioully 
hear and accept the Prayer, and give this Anſwer of Peace, 
e hape choſen this Part of Zion, I have deſired it for an 
Habitation, This is my Reſt forever, here will I dwell, 
for I have deſired it. I will abundantly bleſs her Proviſion, 
IJ will ſatisfy her Poor with Bread. I will alſo cloath her} 
Prieſts withSalvation, & herSaints ſhall ſhout aloud for oy. 
We heartily pray God make your Minifter a wiſe and 
 Kiilful,, a watchful, and faithful Shepherd to go before you, 
and lead you on in the Way to Bleſſedneſs,--- May God 
make him, and long continue him a burning and ſhining 


Light in this golden Candleſtick. May the Days of bis 
Years exceed thoſe of his Predeceſſor, may he be a ſpiritual | 
Father to yours after you, and to the Children that are het 

to be born; may he be continued to plead Chriſt's Cauſe, 

and to maintain his Worſhip and Honour among them, 
when you are gathered to your Fathers, and are worlhipping] 
before the Throne, and in the Day of Chriſt's Ae 

may he appear at the Head of a numerous ſpiritual One 0 
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and be able to ſay, Here am I, and the Children whom thou 
baft graciouſly given me. Thus may you mutually rejoige 
together in the Tokens of the divine Preſence and Grace 
with you now, and forever in the Day of the Lord, as not 


having run in vain, nor Jabour'd in vain ; and may each of 


us before the Lord both Miniſters and People come to join 
with you in the joyful Acclamations, the Honours and 
Triumphs of that Day. | | 


þ | Now the God of Peace that brought again from the Dead 


our Lord Feſus, that great Shepherd of the Sheep through the 
Blood of the everlaſiing Covenant, make you perfect in every 
good Work to do his Will, working in you that which is well- 
pleaſing in bis Sight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be Glory 
ferever and ar. A M E N. 5 55 
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The CHAR G E given by the Rew, 
M7. Ents of Scituate. 


| Reverend and dear Brother, 1 


WE (under whoſe Hands you are) do now ſolemnly, lo. 


riouſly, in the Name and Fear of God, conſtitute 
and ordain you a Miniſter of the Goſpel of our Lord and 
dawiour Jeſus Chriſt ; and transfer to you Evangelical Power 


= 3d Authority, to preach the Word of God, and adminiſter 


the holy Sacraments of the New-Teſtamont, viz. Baptiſim 


and the Lord's-Supper, when and whereſoever God in his 
Providence ſhall call you to it. 


And we do in a particular Manner commit to your Paſ- 
toral Care and Charge the Church of God in this Place, 
Who have choſen and called you to be their Paſtor. 


And in the firſt Place we charge you, to take heed unto 


Jour ſelf, (to your own Vineyard, look yell 9. the 


( 38 ) 

State and Condition of your own Soul, and to ſee to it that 
you are in Chriſt,) and to your Converſation, that it my 
be as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, To this end, be thoy 

blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, of good Behaviour, given to Hof. 
pitality, apt to teach, not given to Wine, no Striker, not 
greedy of filthy Lucre ; but patient, not a Brawler, not 
covetous : but be thou an Example to all, in Word, in Con- 1 
verſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith and in Purity of 

Life; yea, in all Things ſhew thy ſelf a Pattern of good 
Works: and let no Man have Occaſion to deſpiſe thee for | 

JJ EE ton 
Again, We charge you to take heed to all the Flock 
over the which the Holy Ghoſt now maketh you an Over- 

ſeer, (or Biſhop) to feed the Church of God which he hath 
purchaſed with his own Blood. 5 „ 

Feed Chriſt's Sheep, and feed his Lambs, feed them with 
the ſincere Milk of God's Word, that their Souls may grow 
thereby in Grace and Goodneſs, and ripen for Heaven and 

JJ 1 „ 

And to this end we charge you, before God and the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the Quick and the Dead at his 
_ appearing and his Kingdom, preach the Word of God to 
them, be inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, reprove, re- 
buke, exhort with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine. 
And adminiſter the holy Sacraments of the New- Teſta- 
ment according to Chriſt's Inſtitution and Command. 
. Baptiſm, to viſible Believers and their Infant Seed. _ 
The Lord's- Supper, to Perſons viſibly qualified withKnow- 
ledge and Grace for Communion with the Lord JeſusChrift, 
And godly Diſcipline, according to the Laws of Chriſt; 


K - Gn 


and lord it not over God's Heritage. | | 
Again, We charge you to take heed to your Doctrine: 
Let your Doctrine ſhew Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, | 
ſound Speech that cannot be condemned, that they who are 
of the contrary Part may be aſhamed, having no Evil Thing 
to ſay of you. © 5 


Finally; We charge you in the Sight of God, who quick- 
neth all Things; and before Chriſt: Jeſus, who before Pons 
tius Pilate witneſſed a good Confeſſion; That thou keep 

this Commandment without Spot, unrebukeable, until the 

_ appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who of his free Grace, 
will reward your Fidelity with a Crown of Glory, that fa 
geth not away, LE F 


I 0) 
Now we commend you to him, that is able to keep you 
| from falling, & to preſent you faultleſs before the Prefence 
| of his Glory with exceeding Joy; to the only wiſe God 
our Saviour 3 to whom be Glory and Majefty, Dominion, 
| and Power, both now and ever. AMEN. 


FCC 
De Right Hand of Fellowſhip given by : 
| - the Rev. Mr. Lewis of Pembrook. 
THE Primitive Church, we often ſpeak of, appeal to 


| + and profeſs to copy after. 5 | Y 
firft Chriſtians were 


| Now there are te Things which the 
more eſpecially remarkable for; namely, 
& Their diligent and conſtant Attendance upon divine Ordi- 
nantes. = Ss e 
Their Care to keep up the Communion of Saints, And in 
tath theſe, it is our Duty to follow their Example. 


* 


Every fingle Perſon, that is a real Chriſtian, lives a Life. 
of Communion, not only with GOD the FATHER, SON, 
and HOLY GHOST, but with all that are godly in Chrift 
Jeſus ; for all ſuch have Benefit of the ſame Ordinances, 
partake of the ſame Promiſes, are led by the ſame Fpirit, 
graffed into the ſame Stock, receive Life from the fame. 
Root, and haid d 8 
And as particular Chriſtians, fo Churches ſhould live in 
Communion one with another, by mutual Care; by con- 
ſulting together, when Occaſion requires it; and by pub- 
lickly acknowledging each others Miniſters [when regular- 
ly called to the ſacred Office] to be true Miniſters. And 
the laſt of theſe I take to be one Thing mainly intended by 
the Ceremony of giving the Right Hand of Pellowfhip to 
one that is ſet apart for the Work of the Goſpel-Miniſtry. 
Now, dear Sir, this Act of Communion, is to be exer- 
eiſed towards you, and the Church, whereof you have, in 
thePreſence of this ſolemn Aſſembly, been ordained a Paſtor, 
Suffer me, upon this Occaſion to ſay, that, when near 
upon (if not exactly) two and twenty Years ago, I afliſted 
in the Ordination of your worthy Predeceſſor + (whoſe Me- 
mory is {till precious to me, and, I truſt, to this Church, and 
e 1 —_—_ laid my Hand upon him, as 1 
de now (with others) laid it upon you ; ; I little thought 
f The Rev, Mr. Joſeph 1 . that 
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that ever I ſhould live to ſee the Day; when I ſhould be 
called to aſſiſt in the Ordination of his Surceſſor. But ſo it 
hath pleafed him it ſhould be, in whoſe Hands our Life ang 
Times are, VV : 
We bleſs the Lord, that this lately bereaved Church, is 
now ſo well and happily provided for ; and that after divers 
fruitleſs Attempts, to obtain a Reſettlement, they are uni- 
wer/ſally united in chuſing to put themſelves under your Care 
and Watch; whom I truſt, God has fent, in Love to 
their Souls, to preach the Goſpel to them. TY ae 
Dear Sir, You have now taken a great Charge upon 
you, You are become a Goſpel- Miniſter. This dear Flock 
is committed to your particular Care. --- And all that re- 
mains to be done, for the compleating the preſent Solem- 
nity being to give you the right Hand of Fellowſhip, and this 
falling to me to perform © ] do, in the Name of this eccl:/i- 
_ aftical Council, declare, that being ſatisfied, as to your Qua- 
lifications for the Work of the Miniſtry, we heartily concur 
with the Choice this Church hath made of you to be their 
Paſtor And in Teftimony hereof, I do now give you my 
Do, SE LT 
80 James, Cephas, and John, gave unto Paul and Bar- 
nabas the Right Hand of Fellowſhip, to fignify, that they 
 own'd them to be as true Miniſters of Chriſt, as they were 
themſelves, though the three former preached to thoſe of 
the Circumciſion, and the two latter to the Gentiles, In 
like Manner, we acknowledge you to be a Partner with 
us in the Miniſtry, and rejoice that fo worthy a Perſon Is 
called into the Lord's Vineyard, to be a Fellow-Labourer 
And as we ſhall be always ready to give you Counſel and 
Advice, as often as you need it; ſo we ſhall expect the 
like Favour from you, and from this Church,  _ 
Fou are called to the Paſtoral Office in a difficult Day, 
may the Lord giveWiſdom and Grace in a rich Abundance, 
and by his Holy Spirit teach you, How you ought to behave 
y gourſelf in the Houſe of Gd; may he make you 4 burning 
and ſhining Light in this Candleſtick ; and may the People 
of your Charge long rejoice in your Light ; and when the 
Lord ſhall come to write up the People, may it be found, 
that this and that Man was born to Chrift Here, by the 
Means of your Miniſtry and may their Number be great: 
Which God grant for his'Mercy's Sake in Chriſt Jeſus: 


' 


